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For this week’s assignment, you will need to read the play script version of Fences by August Wilson and watch the film version, directed by and starring Denzel Washington. It is available for free if you have Amazon prime (otherwise you can rent it for a few dollars). The script can also be purchased online in hard copy or e-book format, or checked out of the library.

1. Denzel Washington and Viola Davis performed this play on stage on Broadway. Talk about what you think is different in preparing to play the role on film as opposed to on stage (2-3 ideas and discussion of these = 2-3 paragraphs).
2. What are directorial choices that Denzel Washington had to make in order to make the play translate to film from stage (2-3 ideas and discussion of these = 2-3 paragraphs).
3. Imagine YOU are directing Fences either at a) The Alley Theatre b) Lamar University or c) Beaumont Community Players. Why did you choose the venue you chose? Talk about the people you would collaborate with on the production (designers etc…) and how you work with them. Talk about casting and choices you would make in actors. Finally, discuss the two options you did not choose, and one positive thing and one challenge about working at each of these two venues (2-3 ideas and discussion of these = 2-3 paragraphs).


